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THi MOOSE AND HOW HE COMES
DERIVED FROM THE ABENAKI

The moose was once so large that he
nibbled the leav~of the oak and maple,
made the tops of the pines his staple.
The moose was larger than any tree.
Kloskurbeh came. He called for the park
of mottled birch, three hands long.
He fashioned a trumpet, taught it the song
the bull-has loved since Noah's ark.
He blew the trumpet. Across the wood
answer returned. The animal neared.
Kloskurbeh waited. The moose appeared,
came to The Teacher who knew he would.

K.l0skurbeh spoke to the moose and said,
"I have come to make you smaller so that
my children may use your flesh and fat.
Come here." The moose came, lowered his head.
The Teacher haule.d him by his horns,
pummeled him down to his present size,
told him to come when the trumpet cries,
taught him to scorn the voice that warns.
Thus, the moose, the foolish beast,
trots to the sound of his own demise,
snorting and scuffling and rolling his eyes,
anticipating a sexual feast. . . .
Do not jibe: the moose begins
his day with zest. He hears the trumpet,
wagers that it's a woodland strumpet.
Sometimes he loses. More often he wins.
-LEWIS TURCO
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